2014 Recycling Awards — Business Category

Michael Dunn Center
Winner — Creativity, Participation, Partnership

Location: Kingston, Tenn.

Amount of paper and paper-based packaging recovered in 2013: 318 tons
Number of employees: 320

Amount collected per employee: 4.54 tons

Background

The Michael Dunn Center is a non-profit agency that offers a range of services — day care,
childhood education, work programs and medical residential facilities — to children and adults
with developmental disabilities in East Tennessee. Its mission is to empower individuals living
with disabilities to help them gain independence. Employees who are educated on recycling
carry the message to the wider community, facilitating increased participation and a variety of
partnerships.

Program

The Michael Dunn Center started their recycling program in 2000 to provide employment
opportunities to people living with disabilities. Campus-wide recycling was incorporated as a
way to start from within and grow the program. Word about the program spread via the utility
board and civic groups. Michael Dunn Center offers recycling services to local businesses and
the community that go beyond their campus.

Creativity

The Michael Dunn Center empowers the people who work in its recycling program and, in turn,
they have made others in the community aware of the importance of recycling. Through
community forums, advertising in local papers and new-hire orientations on their sustainability
practices, the program continues to see the number of program participants and partnerships as
well as the amount of paper recycled increase.

Participation

In 2008, the Michael Dunn Center partnered with Keep Roane Beautiful, an affiliate of Keep
America Beautiful, to implement a pilot project for curbside recycling. The recycling program
started with 15 households in Harriman, Tenn. Since this time, the program has grown to 194
homes and businesses. Over the years, the Michael Dunn Center Work Programs recycled over
1000 tons of paper.

Partnership

In their recycling efforts, Michael Dunn Center partners with the Roane County Recycling Center
and the State of Tennessee; local households and businesses; organizations like the
Department of Energy, the cities of Harriman, Kingston and Rockwood; and numerous for-profit
companies.

More information
To learn more about Michael Dunn Center, visit www.michaeldunnfoundation.org.



http://www.michaeldunnfoundation.org/

